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SOUTHAMPTON INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT CONSULTATIVE 
COMMITTEE 

 
Friday, 17 October 2014  (2:00 pm – 3:55 pm) 

 
Councillor Godfrey G Olson  (Chairman) 
Councillor David Airey  (Vice-Chair) 
Richard Ward  (Hon Secretary) 
 
Members Present: 
 
Councillor S Barnes-Andrews Southampton City Council 
Councillor Geoff Harris Bishopstoke Parish Council 
Dave Lees Southampton International Airport 
Mark Miller Hampshire Chamber of Commerce 
Councillor Sharon Mintoff Southampton City Council 
Councillor J S Neal Test Valley Borough Council 
Diane Sebon Townhill Park Residents Association 
Mrs J Smith Bitterne Park Residents' Association 
Councillor Mike Southgate Winchester City Council 
Robin Tice Winchester City Council and 

(Winchester Air Group) 
 
Deputies Present: 
 
Mike Smith Bitterne Park Residents Association 
 
In Attendance: 
 
Mike Glen Southampton International Airport 
Dave Ingram Winchester City Council 
Karin James Eastleigh Borough Council 
Iain McDermott-Paine Southampton International  Airport 
Neil Scott Eastleigh Borough Council 
Steve Thurston Southampton International Airport 
 
Apologies: 
 
Gay Roberts Servisair 
Mr G Wilkinson Southampton Action for Access 
Councillor Anne Winstanley Eastleigh Borough Council 
Mrs Jan Halliday Southampton International Airport 
Councillor Alan Broadhurst Eastleigh Borough Council 
Steve Brine MP Winchester Parliamentary 

constituency 
John Denham MP Southampton Itchen Parliamentary 

Constituency 
Caroline Nokes MP Romsey and Southampton North 

Parliamentary Constituency 
Mike Thornton MP Eastleigh Parliamentary Constituency 
Alan Whitehead MP Southampton Test Parliamentary 

Constituency 
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1. MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meetings held on 11 February 2014 and 27 June 2014 be 
confirmed and signed as a true record of the meetings.  
 
Although none of the local Members of Parliament were able to attend on this 
occasion it was agreed to continue holding meetings on a Friday afternoon for 
the time being.  
 

2. AIRPORT MANAGING DIRECTOR'S REPORT 
 
Mr David Lees informed those present that Southampton Glasgow and 
Aberdeen Airports had been sold to a consortium formed by Ferrovial and 
Macquarrie for £1,048 million.  It was expected that the sale would be 
finalised by January 2015, and it was felt this would make very little difference 
to the day to day running of the Airport. 
 
Members of the Committee congratulated Mr Lees on the Airport’s recent 
write up in WHICH magazine.  Turning to complaints it was felt the complaint 
about the Lancaster arriving prior to the D-Day celebrations was rather 
disingenuous.  The complaints from the Reading area regarding a flight at 
9000 feet and was thought to be the result of a new website 
“Flightradar24.com” which could identify all flights.  
 
Following questions regarding the precautions around the Ebola problem Mr 
Lees advised those present that the Airport are maintaining close contact with 
authorities and larger airports.  Southampton would not be receiving any 
flights directly from affected areas and would be taking advice as and where 
necessary.  There was to be a forum held between Police, Fire and 
Ambulance regarding local resilience on Monday 20th October.  
 
The Committee accepted Mr Lees report with thanks.   
 

3. MEMBER CODE OF CONDUCT AND INDUCTION PACK (DRAFT)  - 
RICHARD WARD 
 
Richard Ward presented his draft Members Induction Pack and Code of 
Conduct which had previously been circulated with the agenda.  
 
It was agreed this would be made available on the Internet and circulated to 
all Members and Deputies and in turn that copies of the Code of Conduct 
would be signed and returned to Mr Ward.  It was explained that there was an 
expectation highlighted in the Constitution that Deputies would attend only as 
observers unless the Member were unavailable to attend.   
 
A question was raised about the non attendance of individual Members. it was 
explained that the Committee could only act when the whole representation of 
an organisation was in question.  Where an individual member did not attend 
it was a matter for that organisation to address.  Mr Ward did agree to write to 
Southampton City Council to ascertain whether they still wanted to have three 
members on the Committee. 
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It was also explained that currently the meetings were not public meetings 
although 15 minutes was available at the start of meetings for relevant 
organisations to make representation.  Although, where someone had 
expressed an interest in observing a meeting, no objection had been raised.  
 
It was noted there was no member of Tourism South East appointed to the 
Committee and it was agreed to write to them to ask for a nominee, also 
perhaps a presentation from them on their organisation. 
 

4. SCOPING NEW BUSINESS ROUTES - DAVE LEES 
 
Mr Lees explained it was not easy to scope new routes, and for obvious 
reasons operators wished to run profitable routes. To this end a Southampton 
University student was looking at key operators, surveys, MINT databases, 
qualitative telephone research and CAA organisation and destination date for 
2013, and European trade surveys. 
 
Germany had the highest number of exporting markets with Netherlands also 
scoring highly. 
 
Destinations from Southampton were weighted as follows: Madrid (a key 
destination requirement), Munich, Brussels and Frankfurt.   
 
Madrid - although a very attractive destination was already well served by 
Heathrow running an hourly service, meaning a daily service from 
Southampton would not be able to compete.   
 
Munich – good business involvement and numbers of passengers in the 
vicinity wishing to travel, currently there is no dominant carrier.  Companies in 
Munich included Vector Aerospace and Rolls Royce. 
 
Toulouse – 51,771 passengers in the area, again no dominant provider, local 
businesses include Vector Aerospace and Airbus Defence and Space Limited. 
 

5. LAUNCH OF THE HAMBURG ROUTE - DAVE LEES 
 
Hamburg has strong marine links and the new route to Hamburg commences 
on 27 October with the inaugural flight.  On the 11 and 12 November there 
was to be a media tour of Hampshire going to Winchester and Stonehenge.  
There was also to be a lunch and tour of the Queen Mary 2 which would be 
docking from Hamburg on its way to New York. 
 
Flybe would also be launching a business event with an aviation cluster visit 
on 25 and 26 November with the Airbus A320 being assembled in Tolouse, 
Hamburg and China.   
 
 

6. AIRPORT DEVELOPMENT UPDATE - STEVE THURSTON 
 
Steve Thurston Explained the 2014 completed works had been forecast as 
£4m and the current value to date was £2.6.  This spending included a new 
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website, new engineering systems, new airport vehicles and the creation of a 
larger departure lounge. 
 
Compliance and Risk Mitigations measures were underway and included the 
apron block paving being revamped, approach landing lights £452,000 being 
installed in the adjacent railyard, placing cables underground, light fittings and 
masts which could be lowered for maintenance making the process a lot 
safer.  
 
Fire Training Ground Rig (£1.3m):  ground rig with cockpit scalable to 
accommodate changes in aircraft type, and a concrete extension to 
accommodate longer rig with contained drainage. 
 
Solar Farm: Project deferred until 2015/16 due to issues with SSE electrical 
infrastructure outside of airport control 
 
Hotel: Develop 99 room hotel on ‘Pig Farm’ site. Local authority pre-planning 
application submitted and under review.  
 
Southampton Airport Enterprise Hub: Promote development of Ford-Airport-
Riverside.  This was considered to be a strategic site for business with very 
good communication links. 
 

7. NOISE ACTION PLAN 
 
Michael Glen and Iain McDermott-Paine explained that the Noise Action Plan 
2014 had now been formally adopted by the Secretary of State.  Mr Glen then 
gave a presentation showing the noise contours highlighting an extra 200m 
added to Southern 55db contour – which included an extra 50 houses.  There 
had also been a reduction of 780m to North. There were minimal changes in 
comparison to 2012 the modal split indicated that more aircraft arrived from 
the South and departed to the North as follows: 

 
2012  69% south 31% north  
2013  56% south  44% north.  
 

8. MONITORING OF THE FLYING CONTROLS AGREEMENT 
 
Neil Scott presented a report summarising the statistics of operational activity 
at Southampton Airport for the May to August period of 2014 provided by 
Southampton Airport in accordance with the Flying Controls Agreement 
between the owners of the airport and the Borough Council. The report also 
compared the figures with those for the previous year.  Mr Scott explained 
that the monitoring showed movements well within the flying controls 
agreement.  
 
The summary of airport operational activity for the May to August period of 
2014 was noted.  
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9. TECHNICAL WORKING GROUP FEEDBACK 
 
The minutes of the Technical Working Group meeting held on 30 September 
were tabled (and are attached to these minutes).  
 

10. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting was to be held on Friday 13 February at 2pm in The Spitfire 
Room, Southampton International Airport.   
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